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PLATE LXXIV
EGYPT.   THE DELTA IN TIME OF FLOOD
i, 2. TWO SECTIONS OF THE LOWER PART OF THE MOSAIC
OF PALESTRINA. Found at Palestrina (Praeneste). The mosaic
reproduces the most characteristic features of Ptolemaic and Roman
Egypt. The upper part of it is a sort of zoological atlas of the Egyptian
Sudan, with all the fabulous and real animals of this region and their
names in Greek. The lower part (figs, i, 2) gives the general aspect of
Egypt, especially the Delta, in time of flood. In the right-hand corner
(fig. i) a peasant's house is visible with a dove-cote near it. The owner
of the house runs out of the door after his wife, who stands in the garden
looking at a boat with soldiers in it. In the other (left) corner of the
mosaic (not reproduced in fig. 2) are hippopotami and crocodiles. The
centre of the lower part is occupied by two buildings. One of them
(fig. i) is a fine pavilion with a large curtain, behind which is seen a
tower-villa with a large garden in an enclosure. In the pavilion a group
of Roman soldiers is ready to celebrate a festival: a large crater and
a number of drinking-horns are set out for the party. At the head of
tfce grciup a laurel-crowned officer sounds the horn ; he is greeted by
' a woman With a palm-branch, who offers him a garland or a diadem;
and apparently he gives a signal to a company of soldiers approaching
in a mihtaiy* rowing-boat (hbumica). Near the military pavilion a party
of civilians, including women, gathered under the shade of a pergola
covered with vines (fig. 2), are drinking to the strains of music : a woman
* sings a.hymn to the accompaniment of the lyre, seemingly in honour
'of the .victorious general. Behind these buildings are two more bands
of decoration. In the middle one is seen a small shrine (fig. i) with
a religious procession moving through it; in front, two men carry
a stretcher with a sacred symbol on it, and behind are standard-bearers
and a congregation of worshippers. A similar stretcher has been found
recently in the ruins of a temple in the village of Theadelphia in the
Fayum. Near the temple is a statue of Anubis (the jackal) on a base.
Behind the pergola (fig. 2) we see a sacred enclosure and an osier-barn—
a fioa-xoTp6(f>flov where calves were reared for sacrifice. Before the entrance
to the latter two men are talking, one of them with a large fork in his
hand, while a third man drives two oxen or calves to the water; round
the barn ibises are flying. The last band is filled with large temples.
The largest, behind the small shrine (fig. i), has two pylons and colossal
Egyptian statues near the main entrance; in front of it a man riding
a donkey, followed by his servant with his baggage. Behind the
pergola and the barn (fig. 2) are three other temples: the first is a
shrine of ibises ('I0t€tov), the next a typical Egyptian shrine with two
towers, and the third a Graeco-Egyptian temple. In the water are seen
various animals, flowers, canoes of the natives (one loaded with lotuses),
and two large pleasure and hunting boats with cabins (dahabiahs). The
whole mosaic is the best and most realistic of the extant pictures which
serve to convey a vivid idea of the aspect of Egypt in the Ptolemaic and
Roman periods. Palace Barberini, Palestrina.

